THE NEW YORK VIMES, SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 2006 AR 27

Tilly and the Wall,
near righr, from
Omihiy, whoss new
album iz “Botloms
of Barrels,” and
Death Vessel, far
right, fram
Broaklyn, whoze
songs an " Stay
Close™ draw on
Bluegrass and
country.
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Tery Baiice

A Spanish Alchemist
And an Italian Tom Waits

AMNE af Calaxioo, a baed from Tucse,

Enow the threiil that can conee from ni-

sir Lhiyd erosses barders: since the

Fc 9907 %, iz bend fos bean mmdmg

psns:".'e inedie rock widk ali-country ond
elements of mariockl Bul Juey Furnsg, the bad
EBINEEF, (5 even more ecleciic in his Nstening hale
its, calling himself @ “frustrated ethnomosicols
Rist” whose tastes are broad and Disntiable, Dur
ing e recent Earopsan baoe thod fad him add-
ing te iy pile sl COVs, ke spoke abonred wilti
Sen Sisorio abion wwhoat ke hees e daboning b

Amparanoia

Anparanois is the preject of o Spanish sing-
a1 pamad Amparo SEnchez, whe is Iromm Grie
nada bat maved to dadrid and got imvobeed in
the mestizo scene there, where she met Mianu

i, Thee pamee 2 ; L fegr 'posinive” para-
noii pbonl ksl — e ides [ the group was to
miz rhythmes and steles o many Back-
grounds with crazy combdnations, Dke romba
with ranchers, bolero with sla, and reggae witl
hip-hop. Cm her new albuane, "o Vit Te De”
(Wrasse), the somc mixturs is seamless, § hoar
a rrace of plues and sadness Lo her rmelodics —
turzes oal her Inaplracion to sing came from Lis-
teming to Billic Floliday recoods s o child — &5
well 55 araspy hint of Hamence and o jazy,
arream-of-conscious sivle ol rap.

Tilly and the Wall

Eareest, passlonatz and enchusivsic, 1 v
the interpained call-and-response vooals, and the
conmthinarion af pap, falk, In-1 and eleccro rock.
Oy ing lasc albam, this flve-plece band from

guakity. She mostly does hise gwin harmanizing,
though some of il his o Tarmiliar soend; i comes
from her producer and unele, Vic Chesnourl, She's
from Athans, Ga., one of the capitals of imdie
enck, though her songs also cepture the gothic
Sourh inosongs ke “Creepyeskudzu,' with shed-
ey wnl myELerbous apielts in her past that are
My 4% horgseshoges theosen on the lawn."

Vinicio Capossela

“The Itlian Tom Wiairs.” Thar's what J. Dn
Foater, our producer, told me, And sure encugh,
Caposaela’s woice has that Camiliar groff and
arowl, Bur he's tapping into & whole dilferant
world, He is expread wa great deal of Eastern
msic, and vou can kear the effect on bim in bis
wse of the: melodic minar and instrumentation
that includes percussion like the balafon and the
strange combination of cetlg, banjo and pre-
parad guitar, His new albom, “0vungue Proteg-
gL which is en Allantic Records in 1raly, at
times feals like the soundtrack weThe Last
Tetnpration of Christ," though he's alsoe playing
with some very theatrical elements that evoke
18405 big hands from the Riviers, cabaret Irom
the 205 and some Coban-style salsa. 1t soems
e arlisis these days ave tapping into Eastern
e, whether from Indla or the widdle Ewst,
1= that Arabic bend in the meledy thar doesn‘t
happen much in Western mesie, and using it
apens upa whale gamut of new inTloenees,

Cimnishis el up ivs layerad melodles with innowa-
Live pereussion thal came in the farm of the Lag-
dancing stunner Jamee Willlams. [ts new album,
“Battorns of Barrels'” (Team Love, to be re-
leased Mey 23], includes @ rirthm section,
thongh it still hias plenty of space inthe arrange-
mens for the slashing guitars and walls of vo-
calz to shine threugh, Variey is the key here,
whether in & fout-stomping rock seng, & slow bel-
Lad or even an electro-acoustic thmper ke
“I'he Freest Man" Thal seng cmald be a look
brack po the LB, with synth and chorused gui-
taer lines draped in black, but the vocils of lee
b s Dot drovan souesell inoall your obd re-
aret! Because that heaviness will steal away
your briath,”

Death Vessel

Doziath Vessel is basically one guy, Joel Thi-
boddean, wha is living in Brosklymn right now. He
has this high-loneseme thing going on, and it's
heavenly. His voice is vy bigh — Fdcall him a
definite alto — and when you first Listen Dot
wione're not suve i ic's male or fermale, As a songs
writer, ne's close to Bill Callahan of Smaop, or
Richird Bucknear, bt he spunds completely dif-
ferent, On “Stay Close” (North East Indle), his
songs are based on bluegrass and countey muesic
and have a nightmarish take on cottemporary
life; on ' Deep in the Horchatas,” he sings: "Las-
ing our volees, and guts wie hid to spalls Row that
yau e dropped the A-bombd You've put & moute
an cigadas' sehg." The name Death Vessel
sounds (ull of metal and leather, but 1t°s kind of
beautiful, toe In Mexics, ihey celebrate the Day
of the Dead, bat it's really a celebeation of Life,
clpaked in remembrance of people who have
passed away. [1's Just in the way you interpret it

The Concretes

Cme of sy feaetds said that Sweden releases
the most music per cagita of any counlry in the
world. And it's pood music, too, The Concraepaes,
from Stockholm, are a cose in point. On their lag-
estalbum, "In Colour” (Astralwerks), the vocils
are what ground the gwverall sound, but what
stands our I8 the creativity inthe ar-
rangements and instrumentatlon:
Lrumnpens, wondwinds, banjo, mandalin,
Bqcleground choruses, big guitars, argan
andd strings, 1S the spund of the Scandi-
nivian surnmer, with plenty of sun but
alsa the neoasional ik and moody
storm. Victeria Bergsmin, the lead
simger, vften paints landscapes whare
rmemories seem todrift aaay fora
while, buz, 8= she sings in * Tomor-
row," “hang around w greet the fu-
e,

Liz Durrett

U her beautilully dark wnd
hitrersweet new wlbum, “The
Mezzanina™ {".'i'&rl'lil:l. Liz Baurretr
losteps LHi 500525 SPATEE 1 ACcani-
praninen — nvlon-3tring guitar
el spastey ey hoard — 1o allow
g Dasshn el lesxlired wascals w
tike an a Mol sueround-saand




