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Liner Notes: Calexico on 'Carried to Dust’

CALEXICO DRUMMER JOHN COVERTING has a pretty good philosophy when
it comes to structuring reconds:

"[1t's] always about cantrast — try o keep the listener interested,” he said,

Contrast abounds on the group's sixth studio album, " Carried to Dust"
(Quarterstick ), which just may be Calexico’s finest yet.

The albarn & a retum to forn of ]
sorts for the band, which is helmed E m EEKEEE

by singper/guitarist Joey Bums and
Covertino. Calexico operates as
Bums and Coverting's baby, with
touring band members filling in
studio parts where necessary. For
the most part, the pair constructs
the songs before the rest of the
band comes in to record,

T 2006, however, Calexics - e TR e
recorded as a full callective — afl at = - i

once — for " Garden Ruin,” an

alburn fedtuwning poppier, mare EﬁﬁﬁIEB TH DHﬁT
rock-oriented songs. The Tucson,

Ariz.-based group even aliminated the instrumental numbers prevalent on past
raleasas.

"W were trying to cut through the quick, making sangs as streamlined as
passible,” Covertino said.

For *Carmied to Dust," Bumns and Covertino handied mast of the basic tracks
together, with only pedal-steel guitarist  Paul Niehaus joining them on bao outs.
The rest of the musicians then came in, one-by-one, 1o record their parks.

"It wias a bat maore fun," he said. "I was @ kot less pressure that way,”
And, yes, the instrumentals are back,

Coverting took Express through nine of the album's 15 tracks, which ramge from
sun-soaked pop rock to a Latin-style song sung completely in Spanish, and
Teature friends Sam Beam (of Iron & Wine) and Pleta Browm .

Click hera to stream the whole alburm and follow along.

» "Victor Jara's Hands™

That song ks interasting for me musically, drumrming wise, because there’s thres
drumming tracks on It We really hadnt dane that wery much in the past,
overdubbing drums. We do quita a bit of percussion overdubs and stringed
instrurnents and stuff, but we never really messed with the drums — always kept
thiern simode — but that song is based on a drurn machine and T did a track with
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brushes over the drun machine. And then I did a track over the brushes with
sticks. Sa, it was a lot of fun for me and [ think the song has a great dynamic as
it builds, Lyrically it got inspared from the  story of Victor Jara [& Chilean falk
singer and achivist who was murdened during the U5, -sponsored Chitean coup in
1973]. We'd done a tour down in Chibe and Argentina and I think that trip
inspired us quite a bit.

oo f— 0t

» Two Silver Trees

Again, it was one of those things where the song really changed a kot from
initialky the basic track, so, I wound up having to overdub cymibals. .. We needed
something to signify that chorus coming in because the timing was kind of weird
on it. So, there's the cymbal rolls and that guitar line that's kind of  Ancade
Fire-ish. T kept joking with Joey about the beat, how it reminded me about an
'Blis Sty song.

» "Writer's Minor Holiday™

That one really reminded me of 2 Phdes song when we were first tracking it. It
had this really cooking energy to it. And when Joey started doing those back up

vocals, which got replaced by a woman, that really started to Swing the song. T

felt lke that really gave it what we were doing with "Garden Ruin,” kind of a pop
sensibility, but it's still really different from that.

» “Man Made Lake"

That song was fun to put together because we actually had our bass player play
with us on that one, one of the few ones that wasn't just me and Joey on the
basic track. Joey wasn't even playing guitar, he was playing organ. It's just this
really funny groove. That's just another way we can put songs together,
‘Sometimes wou actually just do a jam and then you structure the song over the
jam and that's what that song was all about and [ really like it because there's
these funmy drum fills that come in during the werses and drum fills aren't
supposed to do that they're supposed to come owver the choruses, but that's what
happens when you're jamming.

» "Insplracién®

It's one of my favorites on the record. It's Jacob Valenzuela , the trumpet
player. He'd written the song with his brother and we'd been doing versions of it
not quite a5 strangs — that recorded version is kind of 3 more twisted version of
the song. We wanted to make the percussion and the rwthm not so Latin, We
wanted to mess with it a litde bit to give it some contrast. 1 remember when wea
recorded it [ didnt touch any cymbals, Mo hi-hat, no nothing. We just recorded
stuff and laywered perowssion on top of that basic beat. It's interesting because |
think that sang really pops out. 1 think that's maybe because there’s no cymbals
played. Something happens in the recording process when you hit a cymbal in the
microphones they take up a ton of space from the other drums, at least that's the
way the engineer was explaining it. I was like, "Shit, really — then I'm never
going to play cymbals again.”

» "House of Valparaiso®

[Sam Bearn] affected us prethy severely T think, We started becoming really good
friends and getting to know him was really a great thing. But 1 think, too, even in
"Garden Ruin™ Joey was experimenting more with the wocal layering things that
Sam does, that he kearned from working with Sam on * In the Relns™ [ Caleaicn
and Iron & Wines 2005 collaborative EF]. And that song, "House of Valparaiso,”
was one of the ones too that changed a kot from the initial foundation, The
middle part was complebely rewritten and then we added Sarm's vocal, which was
ane of the ast things to add an there, Tt just changed the song so much when he

kel wihat Tross wiae cinnina hefrra snd inkornrabad #oand cann @ tha wone ha cane
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it. T don't know how many times he doubled it and tripled it. And so, it swings the
s0ng in a different way. Tt's one of my favorites on the record,

1 told Joey | was listening to Feist's record and she has a song on there that has
this really great shuffle, and 1 said, "Hey, you know, we've never really done a
shuffle," and so 1 was like, "Hey Joey, ket's do a shuifle.” So, he started playing
one ... those basic chords on the shuffle, and that's kind of how that song
started,

= "El Gatillo (Trigger Revisited)"

Well, T was telling Jogy sorme of these instrumentals that we play live are like the
funnest parts of the show, like "Minas de Cobra® or "El Picador.” And you realize
that it features Paul Niehaus and his pedal-steel playing — he's taking the
melodies and he plays them so well an the pedal stesl. ... We wound up daing
this sort of answer to a song that we do, "Frontera,Trigger.” "Frontera” i an
instrurnental and there's another song chlled Trigger that has words, so Joey
started singing those "Trigger” words over an instrumenital, so this is the
instrurnental version of “Trigger,” the opposite, because that's what the word
means in Spanish, gadilfo,

w "Contention City™

It was just one of those late-night moments: Joey on the Wurlitzer and me on the
drums and Paul on the pedal steel and just letting yoursalf go a littke bit and T
guess that's it It was fun. 1 especially like the moment there at the end where it
really falls apart and fizzles all together. That was another thing for me: [ was
really wanted to have 3 longer ambient song to finish the record, so I got my
three wishes for the record: a shuffle, an instrumental and a longer armbient
closer, 50 I'm pretty damn happy.

Wiritten by Express contrbutor Rud Greemberg

Fhodos by Gerald von Fors
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