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September 13, 2007 [The Angry Grammarian] Tools and boxes
) ) A short history of dirty words
by Annie Zaleski Some friends and I were discussing

English slang with someone who'd... i
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Pinback is a difficult band to categorize. The San Diego duo’s N‘
instrumental textures often feel as emotionally weighty as a [Chart] Keep your enemies close i
movie score, like Explosions in the Sky minus the grandiose The amazingly interconnected world of
noise-hurricanes, or Death Cab for Cutie’s early albums. But its MMA ) ) )

) ) A Within the expanding world of mixed martial
intricate arrangements and occasional pop curveball (the O.C. arts, there is a core of interc... >more
compilation fave “Fortress”) skew it closer to

electro-math-rockers Minus the Bear, and even the Police, if Sting

had, say, attended college in the Midwest and was a huge math-rock geek.
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The latter two bands especially spring to mind when listening to the fantastic

Autumn of the Seraphs. Much more vibrant than 2004’s Summer in Abaddon,
Seraphs relies less on atmospherics and more on lively guitar textures and

cascading harmonies. Opening track “From Nothing to Nowhere” careens like a I felt so deeply immersed in this
race car just on the edge of crashing, thanks to a whirlygig tempo and electrified ~ “W°r'd that, for along time, I di...

Chatting with David Cronenberg

; w " . . . N >more

riffs; “Blue Harvest,” too, marches forward defiantly, like power-pop coated in grit

rather than gloss. But all of Seraphs’ small pleasures need multiple spins to fully

. . . Lady Vengeance

appreciate, mostly because Pinback members Zach Smith and Rob Crow create The Brave One sacrifices
such dense music. Only close listens reveal the album’s subtle genius: the thick gritty allure for intelligent
bassline digging through “Barnes” or the criss-crossing delicate croons driving refinement )
“ ” It's an American fantasy that if
Good to Sea. you experience something really

terrible—s... >more
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